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.Schuylkill Embankments, the Boule- 
vards, the Park and Playground Sys- 
tems, that there is another side to the 
picture, the side of the city without the 
Parkway, without the Schuylkill Em- 
bankments, without Boulevards, without 
Parks and Playgrounds — the city 
crowded with overhead wires, with its 
sidewalks covered by overhanging, threat- 
ening signs, the curb lines with ugly 
street fixtures. Which pays? Which 
■costs ?" 



The Metropolitan Im- 

CIVIC IMPROVE- provement League of 
MENTIN B()ston has • t issue( j 

BOSTON its third Bulletin re- 

cording recent activities in the interest 
of "The Better City." It tells of an 
averted mutilation of the Fens, which 
Tvould have robbed the city of some of 
its park property and involved the re- 
moval of one of the finest pieces of mon- 
umental sculpture, the John Boyle 
O'Reilly Memorial, the work of Daniel 
Chester French; of the preservation of 
the portico of the Old Court House, 
which is one of Boston's notable and his- 
torical features; of the improvement of 
the Charles River Basin and of Mr. Larz 
Anderson's munificent gift of $30,000 
for suitable approaches to the new bridge 
"between Cambridge and Soldier's Field. 
Mention also is made of the Boston 
•Common improvements as well as of the 
.acquisition of notable sculpture including 
works by Bela L. Pratt and Cyrus E. 
Dallin. 

Acknowledgment is made of co-opera- 
tion in tree planting on the part of the 
•citizens on Beacon Street and in the 
"work of beautifying road-side stations 
on the part of the Boston and Maine 
Railroad. 

A new remedy for offensive advertis- 
ing has been found. An enormous bill 
board conspicuously located has been, 
■made ineffective as a nuisance by plant- 
ing Lombardy poplars so thickly around 
it that it will soon be lost to sight. 

Copies of this Bulletin can be ob- 
tained from the Secretary, Mr. Sylvester 
Baxter, 20 Beacon Street, Boston. 



NEWS ITEMS 

The Connecticut Academy of Fine 
Arts will hold its Third Annual Exhibi- 
tion of oil paintings and sculpture in the 
Annex of the Wadsworth Athenaeum of 
Hartford, Connecticut, from January 
12th to 20th, inclusive. 

The Fogg Museum has recently 
bought a painting by an unknown Ger- 
man master of the first part of the six- 
teenth century. The subject is "The 
Descent from the Cross," and is treated 
in a striking and imaginative way. The 
color is unusually rich and beautiful. 

The next International Congress on 
Art Education will be held in Paris in 
August, 1916. The American members 
of the Committee, nominated by the 
delegates from the United States and 
elected by the Congress, are Royal 
Bailey Farnum, Chairman, New York 
Inspector of Art Education; Charles A. 
Bennett, Director, Bradley Polytechnic 
Institute, Peoria, Illinois, and Robert A. 
Harshe, of Leland Stanford University, 
California. 

Mr. John E. D. Trask has been ap- 
pointed director of Fine Arts of the 
Panama Exposition to be held in San 
Francisco in 1915. Mr. Jules Guerin 
is made Director of Color. Mr. Trask 
has resigned the Directorship of the 
Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts, 
a position which he has filled for a period 
of years now most effectively and has 
already taken up his duties in connec- 
tion with the Panama Exposition. 

The Mattatuck Historical Society of 
Waterbury, Connecticut, held a notable 
exhibition of paintings by American art- 
ists in its new building from November 
16th to December 14th. The collection 
comprised thirty-nine canvases and was 
selected and lent by Mr. N. E. Montross 
of New York. 

Under the auspices of the Wilmington 
Society of the Fine Arts a memorial ex- 
hibition of the works of Howard Pyle 
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and of some of his pupils was held in 
Wilmington, Delaware, the last of No- 
vember. 

Within the past few weeks the follow- 
ing organizations have become chapters 
of the American Federation of Arts: 
Peabody Institute of Baltimore, Md.; 
St. Louis Public Library, St. Louis, Mo. ; 
Isaac Delgado Museum of Art, New 
Orleans, La.; Kentucky State Federation 
of Women's Clubs; Mattatuck Historical 
Society, Waterbury, Conn. ; French In- 
stitute in the United States, New York; 
Gargoyle Club, Wilkes-Barre, Pa. ; 
Providence Water Color Club, Provi- 
dence, R. I., and Portland Society of Art, 
Portland, Me. 

IN THE MAGAZINES 

In view of the fact that a collection 
of paintings by Scandinavian artists is 
now being exhibited in this country, spe- 
cial interest attaches to an article by 
Christian Brinton on "Scandinavian 
Painters of To-day," which is published 
in the December number of Scribner's 
Magazine, wherein also appears a 
thoughtful essay by Birge Harrison on 
"Subjects for the Painter in American 
Landscape." Mr. Brinton's article opens 
a door into an entirely new field to most 
Americans; Mr. Harrison's essay pre- 
sents a fresh approach to a field well 
trodden. 

The December number of the Archi- 
tectural Record is specially notable, cov- 
ering in its contributed articles a wide 
range of subjects relating to the Fine 
Arts. The opening article is on Stained 
Glass, a translation from the French of 
Violet le Due; this is followed by an ar- 
ticle on "Jacobean" Manor in New Jer- 
sey, designed by James Brite; and an 
account by Guy Pene du Bois of the 
work of Henry Hering, the sculptor, 
which is profusely illustrated ; as well as 
a note on the revival of fresco painting 
by M. F. Friederang. Spurred by the 
apparent preference on the part of sub- 
scribers for illustrations rather than 
text, the Architectural Record has started 
an inquiry as to whether or not architects 



read. The first series of interviews is. 
published in the December number and 
makes interesting reading. 

An article quite out of the ordinary 
is "Photography in the Service of Paint- 
ing," contributed by W. H. Idzerda to 
the December number of Photo Era,. 
which demonstrates the use to which 
photography has been put in authenti- 
cating old paintings, among them some 
works by Rembrandt. 

The leading article in the current num- 
ber of the International Studio is on. 
Gari Melchers, by J. Nilsen Laurvik. 
This is followed by an appreciative ar- 
ticle by C. Matlack Price on the late 
Francis Davis Millet, with special ref- 
erence to his decorative panels for the 
Cleveland Post-Office. 

In Academy Notes, the official publi- 
cation of the Buffalo Fine Arts Acad- 
emy, an interesting account is given, with 
illustrations, of the New Spanish Church 
— Nuestra Seiiora de la Esperanza — re- 
cently erected on Washington Heights, 
New York, adjacent to the Hispanic So- 
ciety's Museum, which is in itself a 
varied and beautiful manifestation of 
art. 

A recent number of Les Amis de 
Paris contains a fascinating account of 
the Place des Vosges, once the famous 
Place Roy ale, which is illustrated by old 
prints made under the direction of Riche- 
lieu. The policy of this magazine is 
to preserve the historic monuments of 
France, to further the sanitary condi- 
tions of Paris, to abolish all posters 
which detract from the beauty of her 
streets — in a word to work in every way 
possible for her civic betterment. Among- 
those interested in the enterprise are the 
President of the Touring Club of France,, 
the President of the Chamber of Depu- 
ties, Besnard, the painter, and Rodin, 
the sculptor. L'Art et les Artistes, an- 
other attractive French publication, has 
in its November number an excellent ar- 
ticle by Walter Pach on Winslow Homer. 
Continuing the notable series of articles 
on the history of painting in the several 
countries of Europe, this number con- 
tains an essay, elaborately illustrated, on 
contemporary art in Spain and Portugal. 



